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Glass bangles - Romano-British period
2) AH I - fragment of bangle; plano-convex D-shaped section. Light grey.  Diameter 70/60 mm, width 15 mm, 
thickness 9 mm. (Fig. 11, 2)

3) AH IX - segment of bangle; plano-convex D-shaped section. Light grey. Diameter 76/60 mm, width 17.7 mm, 
thickness 9.1 mm. (Fig. 11, 3)

4) MH VII - fragment of bangle; plano-convex D-shaped section. Light green glass with white trails. Diameter 
60/50 mm, width 10.9 mm, thickness 7 mm. Probably a child’s bangle. (Fig. 11, 4)

Pottery
Pottery was recovered in two ways: one as general field scatter and deposited in ‘field’ bags: two as recorded 

pieces, in this case recorded in the field notebook and bagged separately.

General scatter pottery was mainly modern wares down to medieval; some Roman and pre-Roman sherds may 

also be field bagged, depending on recognition at the time.

Recorded sherds include all handmade pottery, that could be recognized immediately as such, and Roman pot-

tery fabrics. Grouped medieval sherds were also recorded. 

Prehistoric pottery
Catalogue  (Fig. 12).
1) AH IX  -  Rim upright with slight groove on top, which suggests a wheel thrown vessel. A sharp shoulder a little below rim.  Colour, buff-

black. vesicular fabric.  Latest Iron Age or Romano-British. 

2)  HV VII  -  Black, calcite gritted fabric. Similar to Costa Beck , Fig 23,15.

3)  HV VII  -  Hand made vesicular fabric, heavily calcite gritted. Colour brown/black. 

4)  CH I  -  Grey-black pot, partly oxidized internally; thick upright rim. Heavily calcite gritted and vesicular on the inside.

5)  AH V  -  Heavy flat rimmed pot with vesicular pitting to both surfaces; loose friable fabric. Colour, brownish-grey. This vessel appears to 

be larger than a similar pot from Costa Beck (Fig 23.15).

6)  HV VII - Food Vessel body sherd; Probably a fragment of horizontal band with chevron design. External surface orange-brown, internal 
black.

Comments  on prehistoric pottery
The survival of friable pre-Roman pottery on heavily cultivated land is a fairly rare occurrence.
Only one identifiable Bronze Age fragment was found. The later Iron Age pottery is better represented by a 

small number of rim sherds and unillustrated body sherds and fragments. Most of the Iron Age types appear to 
have parallels with forms from sites within the general region, like Costa Beck (Hayes 1988). Two types of pot-
tery are represented;  the finer wares, probably wheel made or wheel finished, with everted upright rims; the 

other type are thick, crude, storage pots with either upright or turned out rims. All rims are flat but the thinner 
vessel has a wheel turned groove on top of a slightly thickened rim. Fabrics vary little, with vesicular, calcite 
gritted ware being most common.
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Roman pottery

Table IV shows pottery groups by farm and field.
Four main fabric types cover most of the transect Roman pottery types. Reduced (grey) ware  - typically sandy 
fabrics:  Oxidized ware  -  less popular and represented by fewer illustrated survivals:  White and buff fabrics  -  

again not well represented in terms of sherd numbers, but prominent amongst the illustrated pieces. Most of 
those surviving are dishes, bowls or mortaria. Traces of paint may survive on a few sherds as ‘ghosting’ colour.  
Calcite and other grit wares  -  these occur in small numbers at ML I but feature more prominently at HV VI & 

VII. Many are vesicular due to the loss of their  surface grits. Similar pottery is referred to in Corder’s 1928 re-
port, Plate VIII (Corder in Wilson 1989).

Table IV - Roman pottery distribution
Farm & field  Reduced Oxidized White and Calcite grit Quartz grit

     buff fabrics & vesicular 

AH II     1

AH V     1
AH IX  2   5
CF V  1 1 1

CF VIII  3  1
CF IX  4  2
CH I     1
CH II     1

CH III  5  1
HV I & II 18   1  2
HV IV  4 1  2

HV V  3 2 2 5
HV VI  95 12 10 23
HV VII  94 18   7 81

HV VIII 2
HV IX  1
HF IV  11 2 1 5
LF III  2

MH I  3 1
MH II  2
MH III  1

MH VIII 2
MF I  1   1
ML I                    263                  22                  18

ML II                      15  7 5
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Comments on Roman pottery
Three areas stand out from the general field scatter:  Mowthorpe Lane (ML I) and Hovingham (HV VI & VII).  
The majority of the sherds are grey reduced sandy fabrics, this is especially noticeable at ML I where the hard 

grey fabrics make up 82% of the total, with red oxidized fabrics only 7% and white to buff fabrics only 6% of 
the total. Generally speaking pottery sherds from ML I were in better condition, not having suffered so much 
rolling by cultivation.  Pottery from both HV VI and HV VII suffered far worse, being much more abraded and 

rolled. The difference may be explained by the recent levelling of rig-and-furrow strips in ML I (1980's), expos-
ing the pottery for the first time in many years (Fig. xx).  Pottery concentration levels for both HV VI & VII 
were defuse.

Only two tiny fragments of Samian pottery were recovered from the transect area; one piece each from ML I 
and HV VII.  Black burnished ware featured but was not a dominant type. The same comments apply to coated 
wares (usually white over grey).  One sherd of fine ware (HV VI) from a flanged bowl in a red fabric with a dull 

black  colour-coat is reminiscent of  Nene Valley types . A fragment of Mica coated ware was also recovered 
from ML II. The following illustrations may not be representative of the various transect groups, being examples 

only of surviving rim sherds from the groups. 

Catalogue  of Roman pottery (Figs. 12 and 13)
Note on references: the catalogue text references to specific publications  is shown as follows.
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Crambeck (1) - Corder 1928.
Crambeck (2) - Corder 1937.
Gillam - Gillam 1968.

Malton - Wenham & Heywood 1997. 

1) CH II  -  Cooking/storage pot with rolled over rim. Black calcite gritted ware, vesicular. See Crambeck Pl.VIII.

2) CF IX  -  Bowl. grey reduced fabric.

3) CF IX  -  Lid in a hard, grey-brown fabric. Similar to Malton, 449.

4) CF IX (field)  -  Wall sided dish in white fabric.

5) HV VII  -  Flanged bowl, grey fabric. See Crambeck (2) Type 1.

6) HV VII  -  Dish with plain rim. Grey fabric. See Malton, 27.

7) HV VI  -  Flanged bowl, white fabric. See Malton 295.

8) HV VI  -  Fine hemispherical bowl body sherd with girth flange. Red fabric with dark metallic grey colour coat. Diameter at flange about  

      9 cm. 

9) HV II  -  Jar rim sherd. Grey sandy fabric.

10) HV II  - Jar with turned over rim. Grey sandy fabric.

11) HV II  -  Jar with turned over rim.

12) HF IV  -  Dish with plain rim. Grey fabric.

13) HF IV  -  Bowl with in-curved sides and hammerhead rim.  Black burnished grey ware.

14) HF IV  -  Jar sherd with simple rim.

15)  HV VII  -  Cooking or storage pot with rolled rim. Dark, calcite gritted vesicular fabric. See Crambeck (1) , Pl VIII.

15a) HF       -  Lid sherd in a hard, grey sandy fabric. (Not illustrated)

16) MH III  -  Flanged bowl. See Crambeck (2) Type 1b.

17) MH I  -  Flanged bowl, black burnished ware, sandy grey fabric. See Crambeck (1), 44.

18) ML I/1  -  Bowl with simple rim. Red fabric but grey outside. See Crambeck (2) Type 2a.

19) ML I  -  Bowl with incipient bead rim. Light grey fabric. Similar to Gillam, 195.

20) ML I  -  Bowl with simple thickened rim. Hard grey fabric. Similar bowls occur at Malton, 240;.

21) ML I/1  -  Bowl with simple bead rim. Grey fabric. See ref. for 21.

22) ML I/1  -  Bowl with simple bead rim. Hard grey fabric. See ref. for 21.

23) ML I/2  -  Small dish. Grey fabric with dark random flecks. Similar to Crambeck (1), Pl.III,53.

24) ML I/1  -  Wide mouthed bowl with simple rim. Reddish fabric with reddish brown flecks, sandy. Similar forms at Malton but different  
  fabrics, Malton, 310.

25) ML I/1  -  Flanged bowl in a light grey gritty fabric of quartz sand. See Crambeck (1), Pl.I,4.
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26) ML I/1  -  Flanged bowl. Grey fabric.

27) ML I/1  -  Flanged and reeded bowl. Grey fabric.

28) ML I/3  -  Flanged bowl in creamy white fabric with dark grits. Similar to Crambeck (1) Pl I,23.

29) ML I/4  -  Wall sided mortarium rim sherd in whitish grey fabric. Hard, sparse brown grits. Grey core. See Crambeck (1) V,131.

30) ML I/1  -  Wall sided dish in medium grey fabric.  See Crambeck (1), Pl III,54.

31) ML I/3  -  Large bowl with upright, externally grooved rim. Light grey fabric, possibly over fired to grey. See Crambeck (2) Type 9.

32) ML I/3  -  Straight sided, flanged bowl. Grey fabric.  See Crambeck (2), Type 1.

33) ML I  -  Wall sided mortarium. White fabric with black ?slag grits.

34) ML I  -  Wall sided mortarium. White fabric with black ?slag grits.

35) ML I/1  -  Straight sided, flanged bowl. Mid grey fabric.

36) ML I/1  -  Bowl (imitating Drag.38), with bead rim and girth flange.  See Gillam, 204.

37) ML I/1  -  Jar rim. Buff fabric.

38) ML I/1  -  Jar rim. Grey fabric.

39) ML I/1  -  Pinched mouth flagon rim. Mid grey fabric. See Malton 317.

40) ML I  -  Cooking pot with everted rim. Pinkish fabric with black flecks.  See Gillam, 137-139.

41) ML I  -  Conical flanged bowl. Grey sandy fabric.

42) ML II  -  Bowl with simple rim. Grey fabric.

43) ML II  -  Wall sided dish. Parchment coloured fabric. See Crambeck (1), Pl III,54.

44) ML II  -  Hemispherical bowl. White fabric with possible traces of paint. Very rolled and abraded. See Malton, 46 for similar profiles.

45) ML II  -  Flanged bowl. Whitish fabric. (Not  illustrated).

Dating

As there are no stratification sequences we must rely on comparisons with datable types of Roman pottery from 
elsewhere. On the whole there is a strong leaning towards  the third and fourth centuries, where several pottery 
types, such as straight sided bowls in grey fabrics and wall sided bowls and mortaria in parchment fabrics, are 

key forms. A few forms may be from an earlier period, such as the simple dish from HV VII, and the hemi-
spherical bowl from ML II; the fragments of Samian also indicate an earlier date, again from HV VII and ML.

Medieval and post medieval pottery
Of the 129 sherds recorded (excluding several hundred recovered as field bagged material), 80 are green glazed 
fabrics and 49 are non-glazed. Of the latter two or three are coarse sandy wares, possibly dating to the 11th cen-

tury. Many of the green glazed fabrics are late medieval and post-medieval; two sherds with out turned rims are 
similar to examples illustrated from Thornton Riseborough (Hayes 1988, Fig. 73, 25). The majority of medieval 
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and post-medieval pottery was recovered from Hovingham, particularly HV I & II, HV VI & VII. Evidence of 
kiln waste was found at HV I. 

Coins - Roman - Not illustrated

(1)
Report by Melinda Mays for the Yorkshire Museum (in italics).

AE antoninianus, probably Claudius II (1.86g) - mule with lifetime obverse

 (?)  [IMP CLAVD]IVS AVG  Radiate head right
 Posthumous reverse
 [CONSECR]ATIO               Eagle

This may well be an irregular issue, as the obverse lettering is uneven. cf. Bland & Burnett p.186 No.1140

(2)
Report by C.P. Barclay for the Yorkshire Museum

AE3  Constantine I c.AD 323-4  (1.58g)

 Obv) bust, laureate, right
 CONSTAN - [TINVS AVG]
 rev) Victory advancing r., spurning captive

seated r. on ground
 SARMATIA - [DEVICT]A

Uncertain mint mark. Type cf. RIG VII, London 289

(3)

Uncertain Roman AE 4. ca 4th century AD or later. (1.32g)

Coins (miscellaneous) -Not illustrated

Seven miscellaneous copper coins spanning the period 1695 (William III) to 1922 (George V), recovered from 
farms across the transect.
  

Miscellaneous metal finds - Not illustrated

Hovingham - Two copper alloy ?shoe buckle fragments, possibly 18th century.
 - Copper or alloy sheet, formed into conical tube but flattened, length 31 mm. Date uncertain.

 - Copper or alloy tube, flattened. Length 59 mm. Date uncertain.
 - Copper alloy fragment with square hole cut through flat beaten metal. Width 17.5 mm x 1.5 mm  
  thick.

 - Copper alloy fragment (?tag) with small hole to one end. Width 6 mm, thickness 0.6 mm.
 
-  Copper alloy fragment, metal strip. Thickness 0.8 mm.
 - Copper alloy disc or button. Diameter 21 mm, thickness 2.8 mm.
 - Copper alloy button, silvered or tinned. ca. 26 mm diameter. Modern.

Howthorpe - Copper sheet, now flattened. This was probably part of a large copper vessel (?bowl).
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  It has a turned-over rim (6.6 mm), probably a upstanding neck of about 21 mm. The flattened find 
  is ca.100 mm x 78 mm and has a thickness of 1.3 mm. Date uncertain.

Moor House A small copper alloy button with broken stem. Diameter 17.5 mm, thickness 0.9 mm. Post-  
  medieval.

Cawton - Copper alloy disc with a centrally raised boss for a stem, possibly a foot stand. 19th century?

 - Copper alloy disc. Diameter 19 mm, thickness 0.7 mm. date uncertain.

Mowthorpe Copper alloy claw foot. Possibly off a piece of furniture or a stand. 19th century?

 - Copper alloy Horse Harness pendant (see Bateman 1995b). Early 14th century.

Conclusions

The fields have been gleaned but can anything useful be made from these acquisitions? We cannot claim the 
ultimate prize - the ‘site’, but it may be possible to suggest areas of habitation. Field surveys and finds retrieval 
programs can be useful in locating sites if there is a combination of earthwork features and finds. Where habita-

tions existed without earthwork features - by utilization of the timber resources - (Manby 1980), or where they 
have been eroded beyond visual identification, the chances of site location by these methods is slim. The finds 
evidence from the transect survey has provided sufficient evidence to suggest landscape use in several localities 
and ranging in date from the Mesolithic to the Iron Age. Only in the Bronze Age can we tentatively suggest an 

occupation area centered on the eastern farms group, probably linked to the round barrow cemetery on Slingsby 
Moor. These occupation areas lie within valleys well supplied with water from Becks and springs. In the west-
ern farms group the main lithic spreads lie on higher ground overlooking the Vale of Pickering, again well wa-

tered by valley Becks and springs. There appears to be a limited Iron Age presence at Hovingham and Cawton, 
indicated by crop-mark sites and  latent ceramic evidence within the scatters of Romano-British wares. Roman 
pottery occurs throughout the transect area but the main site lies at the southern edge on Mowthorpe Lane. The 

Howardian hills lithics survey has enhanced an already exiting image of prehistoric occupation of this area. The 
casual finds from the past, and the remnant earthworks and barrows, provided the outline; there is certainly 
room for definition to be increased by future work.
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